Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday  7:30 AM
Speaker, Robert Emerson
Study Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM
Singing every 2" Sunday evening
Study Wednesday 7:00 PM
Preacher / bulletin editor:
Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065

E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org

Servants during October/November:

Songleader: Larry (10/30), Peter (11/6),
Stanley (11/13), Larry (11/20), Peter

(11/27)
Reading: Mike B (Oct); Peter (Nov)

“...itis appointed for
man to die once,
and after that comes
judgment,”

— Hebrews 9:27, ESV

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (11/2),
Larry (11/9), Stanley (11/16),
Kris (11/23), Larry (11/30)

Lawn Mowing (week starting):
On Winter vacation...

Announcements: Stanley (Oct); Larry (Nov)

Table: Larry, Marty, Mike M, Peter (Oct);
Marty, Stanley, Mike M, Mike B (Nov)

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620
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Culdtucal
ontradicton

by Dee Bowman

We live in a world of cultural
contradictions. There is a tendency
toward  self-justification, toward
human rationalization and subjective
reasoning. Furthermore, there is a
strong tendency in our time to accept
mediocrity as the standard. Don’t be
afraid of that terminology. Let me
illustrate.

We are more concerned with how
we look than how we are. How often
do you see a commercial on television
that is designed to make you a better
person? Now, how many times do you
see a commercial on television
designed to make you look better?
See what | mean? We just don’t take
much time to examine our character;
and we take considerable time

seeking to find some salve or lotion,
some product that will make us
handsome or pretty. Getting old is the
fate of every person—if he lives long
enough—and no amount of lotion or
face-lifting is going to change that.
But there’s a place where you can be
perennially young. Would you like to
know how to get there?

We are more concerned with
what people think than what God
knows. Character and moral fiber
seem to me to get very little attention
in our time. When you’re about to be
photographed, what do you do? You
smile, right? We want to have the best
visage we can offer to whoever sees
us—whether on  Facebook or
someone’s iPad. We best give some



consideration to what God knows
than what others think. His moral
x-rays are always irrefutably accurate.

We are more concerned with who
we are than what we are. Social
acceptance is the quest of our times.
That’s what social networks are all
about. Their appeal is to that
proclivity in man to want to be
accepted. A large part of their appeal
is that they help one to seek that
acceptance—to be known, or to be a
part. But they only show people what
we want them to see, not what we
really are. Please be advised that it’s
far more important to find out if
you're acceptable to God than to
know whether or not you're being
accepted by your peers. If God knows
your name, it doesn’t really matter if
no one else does.

We are more concerned with
having than with giving. It's
somewhat sad that in today’s society
that success is measured by how
much of this world’s goods have been
accumulated, not by character or
moral stances. Consequently, we tend
to “fall in line” with the propensity
and get in the “get” mood. We get a
little; we want a lot. We get a lot; we
want a little more. We get a little
more; and we want a lot more. We get
alot more and even that isn’t enough.
It's a ceaseless, never-ending cycle.
And another thing: when you get on
this financial Ferris Wheel, it’s very,
very difficult to get off. It captivates
you in its ceaseless circular motion.

We are more concerned with the
here and now than with the hereafter.
People generally push the judgment

day out of their minds. It's not
comfortable for most folks to even
think about a time when we must give
an account to God for how we have
lived, and what we have done with
our lives. It's almost embarrassing. It
is obvious to us—and is noted rather
frequently—that “it is appointed to
man once to die,” Heb 9:27. We take
note of that every time we read the
obituary column in the local
newspaper. People are passing, we
accept that. We especially recognize it
when the television announces that
someone famous has passed away.
But there’s another part to that
sentence: “..and after this, the
judgment.” We stop at the “it is
appointed to man once to die,” and
immediately dismiss the “...after this,
the  judgment”. Both those
appointments are inevitable. There
will be a judgment. And just because
we put it off to think about some
other time—and then only for a
moment—that in no way diminishes
from the fact that it is coming. For all
of us. For each one of us.

Sometimes it's hard to face
reality. We need to take stock of
“where we are in relation to where
we ought to be,” (James I’Anson). We
need to stop the world and get off—at
least long enough to get ourselves
back on the right track. And the right
track is a spiritual track, not a worldly
one. The right track is not to be
concerned about how we look, but
more concerned about how we are.
The right track is to be more
concerned with what God knows than
what people think. The right track is

to be more concerned about what we
are than who we are. The right track
is to become inclined to give than to
get; and the right track is to be more
concerned about the hereafter than
the here and now. After all that's

where we will spend eternity. Every
one of us.

Please read Philippians 1:9-20
and see what is the more excellent
way. £J

A Test of Fellowship

by Doy Moyer

When brethren begin to try to
study an issue, the first question should
not be, “Are you going to make this a
test of fellowship?” There’s a time
when fellowship may need to be
considered, depending on the issue at
hand, but it shouldn’t be the first order
of business. The first order should be to
lovingly work together and learn truth.
That often takes time, and brethren are
typically in different places of growth
and understanding. As long as this
process can be maintained without
being ugly to each other, Eph 4:32,
brethren can generally get along pretty
well. Patience, longsuffering, and love
are staples of a growing relationship
that fosters a better knowledge of truth
and understanding, Eph 4:1-3.

My experience generally has been
that fellowship issues tend to work
themselves out without being forced.
Yet there are questions to consider. Is
one being divisive and causing strife? Is

one refusing to study while
dogmatically holding a view? Is one
attempting to go behind the backs of
others (e.g., the shepherds) in order to
teach a pet idea? These are always
dangers that need to be avoided and
handled. In these cases, swift action is
in order, Rom 16:17; Tit 1:9.

However, when an issue first arises,
and brethren genuinely want to work
together in love, the fellowship
question is a distant second. Why bring
it up first? Why not instead simply seek
to study, pray, and grow together? In
time, the fellowship between brethren
may indeed grow much closer, and this
is a wonderful outcome.

Never look for excuses to divide
and isolate; always pursue peace and
love. Divisions happen, but let it never
be because we have failed to do all
within our abilities to bring others
together first. £LJ

o Remember in Prayer «

Joyce continues to deal with cancer.
Hazel’s son-in-law, Shane Reed, is still
undergoing chemotherapy. Betty is still
waiting to hear from her oncologist;
Robert will be wearing another heart

monitor looking for different issues.
Buddy’s appointment for his liver was
canceled by the doctor; the next available
is in December. Please continue to

remember Carolyn Dennis and Dot Hice.
£



